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forth in the constitutional manifesto or which would at
least recogni/e its historic inevitability. As a result, for
some time I ruled the country, a huge Empire in a state of
profound upheaval, singlehandedly, with the vast and in-
tricate machinery of government practically out of com-
mission.
Some two weeks after my appointment, General Trepov,
Governor-General of St. Petersburg, Commander of the
garrison of that city, and Assistant Minister of the Interior,
formally tendered his resignation.    I informed him over
the telephone that T accepted it.   The next morning I met
him on hoard the government ship which was taking me to
Peterhof for my daily report to His Majesty.   He in-
formed me that he had been appointed Court Commandant
The news came to me as a complete surprise, just as it did
to everybody else.    His departure looked like a hurried
escape from the capital   In the course of my audience with
the Emperor I observed that I was glad to hear of General
Trepov's new appointment.    With all his secret service
experience, I said, he was likely to be successful in his task
of protecting His Majesty's life, the chief task of a Court
Commandant   The Emperor was apparently displeased
with the subject of the conversation, and hastened to
change it
Trepov was followed by Garin, director of Department
of Police. The latter was immediately named Senator and
eventually became General Trepov's unofficial secretary. It
was he who penned for General Trepov the learned resolu-
tions teeming with reference to law books, which resolutions
were subsequently given out by His Majesty as his own
productions. The Emperor himself has never in his life
opened the Russian code of laws, and I am certain that he
does not know the difference between the Department of
Causation and the other departments of the Senate.
Trepov is a central figure in our revolution and must be